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Introducing the “Bathtub PrinciPal”

This PrlncxPa[ is not new, it is Just that we have glven it aname that fits
well with al asPccts of ﬁ)rcg] mission work. It can be rea&x!g applxcd to fund
ralsmg mm[s’crg oPPortunl’cxcs andwork PI'OJCC’CS. Youname it and the “hathtub
PrinciPa]” wil work. Nowlet us exP[ain this in detall.

I get the fantastic idea to gemy wife a bathtub for her Christmas
present. FIRST PRINCIPLE- God gves youan idea. It is November 2011 and
Cindg is sPcndingtwo weeks inthe (LS. visiting friends and fami[g. I think how
neat it will be to surPrise herwith not on]g a ba’chtub, butalso aremodeled

shower. | start Fixing up the inside of the shower building (which is outside of our -

house) and start asldng around for an incxPcnsivc bathtub. | quicl(lg find out
there are none of those in our area of Belize.

At church one dag J ask a christian brother if he knows where I can get
an incxpcnsivc bathtub. He rcP[ics that he has one but it is old and has feet, and |
amwelcome to it. What he doesn’t know is that the tub 1 need HAS to have feet
towork in the shower buiHing. On|y God and I knew that. SECOND PRINCIPLE-
God knows what you need and lines up the person to givc you what you need.

| Pick upa friend and we get the tub home. Itis old and needs to be
redone. Unfortunatc[g I underestimate the amount of work that needs to be

done with the time | have to dott. Cindg arrives home

tofind her shower half done andanold dirtg tubin
the gard. Igve her my biggcst smileand say
“Mcrrg Christmas honeﬂ, hereis your Prcscnt.”
Being the good wife sheis, she smiles back and says

the bad news, she s the

refinish her Present. |

thank you. Now Igive her

oneto scrape, clcan, and

need to move ontothe completion of the inside.

THIRD PRINCIPLE-there is a]wags work that needs to be done to
receive Gods Hcssings. Cin&g isa trooPer and starts n'ght inonthe scraping), but
soon realizes it is too much for her. The tub sits watting, and time goes [)5. Bil
comes to the rescue and Purchascs a gn'ndcr from the U1.5. A mission team
comingto Belizeis wi”ing to bhng itfor us. FORTH PRINCIPLE-itis necessary to
incorPorate fellow believers to accomP[ish the work the Lord gvesus. We need
cach other.

Grinderin hand Bill cleans off the outside of the tubin ’chirtg minutes.
FITH PRINCIPLE-there is a hard way andan easty way. When God Provicles the
finances and the fellow workers ’c]'rejob is complctcd in less time
and more thorougHg than when we attcmPt iton our own. Once
the outside is cleaned we head into town to Purchasc the Paint
to finish the outside and the €poxy Paint for the inside. We find
Rustoleum at the local hardware store: 52850 per quar’c.

andwhen Hou need it, orat the Pnce you can afford to pay.

But at least we can Purchasc it. The epoxy is a different story all togc’then No
one in town carries it. SIXTH PRINCIPLE-not everg’thing canbe gotten where

Afriendis ’crave]mgto the U.5. andis W|[]|ngto Purchase
the epoxy Pamt there and brmg it back for us. Great news....
cxcePt customs confiscates it and once again we don't have
the Paint. The same friend returns againto the (1.5. and this
time ships the Paint tous. Fantastic....exccpt the Paint can'tbe
B aPPIied to bare steel. Now we wait to find a way to rcPair the
brol én@o?c]c ain. SEVENTH PRINCIPLE- God often bn’ngs Problcms that
rcquirc faith in Him, perseverance and Paticncc.

Mang months 2 175 while we contcmP]atc the Patc|'x Prob[cm, since
there appears to be no solution within our reach. In the meantime no tub. Then
my mothcr and stcPFathcr (Jay) come for avisit. After cxP]ainingthc tub
Prob]cm Jay casua”g mentions “Use J B Weld”. How siug of mel Of course that
wilwork and it is rea&ilg available in town. EIGHTH PRINCIPLE- often the
answer is right infront of us and we can't see it because we are concentratingin
the wrong direction. God brings someone into our lives with the simP|e answer
and we are often surPrised bg the ease of the solution.

With all of the obstacles aPParentlg out of the watj, Cind9 starts the
process of rcmcinisl'ning her Christmas present.
The tubis a success. It is beautiful. From the
time | came up with the idea to the time it was
completed was fifteen months, andinvolved
no less than five PcoP]c toassist us with the

Pr(ject. Some with donations, some with ideas,

some with muscle, and some with encouraging
words. In the end God showed us that He is able
to Providc what our heart desires as |ong as we wait on Him. He wil bring
evcrgthlng into the situation for the complctlon of the PrOJcct toHis G[ory Which
is the NINTH PRINCIPLE- cvcrgthmg is done to the éorﬂ of God.

There is no watj we could have accomPhsheci this without Him, or the
wi”ingness of His children to gt involved. So much of what we dois exactlg lke
this bathtub Pro’ect. We have the God-g'ven ideas but not the necessary
components to accomP[ish them. We need finances, muscle, ideas, encouragjng
words, prayer, and above all we need God. We wait on the Lord o stir up one or
more of His children to gt involved with us. We need to work togcther to
accomplish what the Lord has called us to do, andwe need you to come

a[ongsidc usin whatcvcr wag thc LOI’A asl(s O{: BOU.

Together we accomplish what the Lord desires

OF us.




